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:WHERE WILL THE MONEY GO? 


''Getting The Message"-Maybe 


FOR DEDICATED OFFICIALS TO ACT EFFECTIVELY THEY MUST FIRST LE*RN THE "REAL MESSAGE" AND 
MOTIVES BEHIND THE JARVIS VOTE; HOW "WELFARE PROGRAMS" ARE HANDLED MAY PROVIDE ANSWERS 

,T VIRTUALLY ALL LEVELS, Courthouse to V/hitehouse, government last week analyzed and react- 
I—A ed to California's dramatic passage of Proposition 13. Harried officials issued what 
•*- .A. they hoped would prove to be reassuring - or expedient - statements ("Yes, we got the 
. message"). Predictably, however, "the message" to one was not the message as interpreted (us¬ 
ually in terms of self-interest) by another. As in Washington and Sacramento, so in Inyo. 

Some dedicated officials, seriously hoping to respond effectively to the public will, 
were faced with tire unhappy task of discover- 

•NEWS BRIEFS 


ing the "true meaning" behind the citizens' 
tax revolt. By week’s end it became increasing¬ 
ly clear that the public had not one but a va¬ 
riety of motives when they went to the polls 
in support of Jarvis: 

(1) Those who saw Jarvis merely as a dol¬ 
lar issue; among these the homeowners who were 
actually faced with losing their property due 
to high taxes; those who wanted to save money. 

(2) Those who hoped Jarvis would somehow 
"punish" errant officials and bureaucracy, and 
wished to impose more citizen-control over gov¬ 
ernment; (among these, Howard Jarvis himself 
who said before the election "Hell, I'm rich. 
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I can afford to pay the high taxes; it's for 
the other people.") and, 

(3) the arch-conservatives who saw in 
Jarvis a way to strike out against minorities; 
a way to show resentment against welfare prog¬ 
rams and the "hand-out" policies of government 
Everybody, it seems, wanted government 
to "trim the fat t " so long as it was trimmed 
off somebody else's side of the hog. For the 
liberals, in Inyo and elsewhere, "Jarvis" was 
the grim reaper come to mow down the social 
reforms of 1*0 years' striving; and perhaps it 
is in that arena where basic philosophies of 
government responsibility are soon to have 
their first major confrontation in years. At 
stake, for Inyo County and elsewhere, is Cali¬ 
fornia's big money plum, a $5 billion state 
surplus that may - or may not, it now seems - 
go to California cities and counties. As the 
.new week opened it had began to look like the 
anti-welfare segments of Jarvis supporters may 
be disappointed. 

. Inyo County's welfare director, Norman 
Paulson, said he thinks now that the state 
government is "looking kindly" on welfare be¬ 
cause welfare is a "mandated program," and 
that the state will probably pick up the wel¬ 
fare tab. "I just hope," said Paulson, "that 
wo don't get caught in a deadlock of partisan 
politics." Paulson also pointed out that there 
are some conservative elements at Sacramento 
who may not want to make any distribution of 
any kind of the state extra dollars, leaving 
the cities and the counties to sink or swim as 
they may. 

At tiie federal level, Jarvis' message may 
have been "received" (indeed, Jarvis himself 

(See JARVIS, page 2) 


F SUPERVISOR HERB LONDON HAS HIS WAY, the 
county administration will start "trimming 
the budget fat" right in the office where 
Proposition 13 first touches the home base, 
the assessor's office itself. Workers there 
now labor - or will soon be laboring - up to 
10 hours a day. The question now is What will 
they be paid for the extra man¬ 
hours they will have to put in 
from now to July 31, the dead¬ 
line for total reassessment of 
all county property to the 1975 
evaluation as prescribed by the 
passage of Jarvis# With some 
justification they, and their 
boss. Assessor Jack Clay, want 
time-and-a-half pay for their 
overtime. But London has asked a resolution 
from the board (McDonald sympathetically cas¬ 
ting a no-vote) refusing the addi tional pay. 
There was some grumbling from the ranks of 
the county employees' association whose off¬ 
icers have scheduled a meeting for early this 
week* with the county administration to talk it 
over. That session may determine whether Lond¬ 
on's resolution will finally pass; Clay, "be¬ 
ing optimistic," says he doubts it 111111 . Says 
Employees President John Snyder: "The amount 
of money it would save them is really nothing 
in view of the budget. I don't know why they 
jumped right on the overtime. If they cut the 
overtime, we feel the employee should have the 
right to refuse to work." It was reported that 
some are prepared to do just that. 

AND IF THE BOARD HAD TO FACE THE DEMANDS of 
the workers in the assessor's office, it may 
have even more difficulty - and possibly some 
public outcry - dealing with the finances of 
the county library. In a county where amuse¬ 
ments and recreation other than in the out¬ 
doors is scarce, an unaccountably large number 
of Inyoans turn to the library for reading. 

"I don't know why," complained a justifiably 
angry librarian, Jay Ector, "I am singled out 
as the one, or one of the ones, as being resp¬ 
onsible for the county's financial position#" 
Ector had stood firmly before the board last 
week to oppose a supervisors' denial of his 
request to transfer some library funds already 
budgeted to his department so he could purch¬ 
ase additional needed books. Other departments 
routinely request - and are granted - 3 uch 
transfers within the departmental budgets# Ec— 

(Soe NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2) 
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JARVIS, Continued 

appeared before a committee of senators in . 
'Washington), but so far there is no action to 
indicate strong response. Paulson says he sees 
no immediate changes in welfare at the federal 
level. 

In spite of state overtures to pay the 
counties' welfare bills, Paulson says he be¬ 
lieves that the big losers under Jarvis will 
be low-income families; that the state is now 

considering cut-backs in Medi-Cal. "If the 
doctor's then say they won't take these pat¬ 
ients, there's a problem. The state finance 
committee has already said there will be no 
adddonal cost-of-living increases in Medi-Cal 
fees...It's up to the legislature." 

Another possible victim of Jarvis is 
Inyo's CETA program. Said Paulson; "If that 
program goes, we'll have half of them on wel¬ 
fare ." 

’Where does Inyo's "welfare money" go? 
Mostly, says Paulson, to young mothers with 
children, whose fathers have deserted} a ref¬ 
lection, microcosm!cally, of the national sit¬ 
uation. In Inyo and elsewhere these mothers 
are "encouraged to work. They get some exemp¬ 
tions - $>30 of what they make, plu3 some oth¬ 
ers." About a third of Inyo's ADC (Aid to De¬ 
pendent Children) recipients work full or 
part-time. Cost of the program locally is ab¬ 
out 0^0,000 per month. 

Jarvis notwithstanding, Inyo's welfare 
budget will be about the same, at least for 
another year, thinks Paulson. Employment in 
the county is up} there is a decline in the 
food stamp program. "But all this could change 
and it depends on how Thirteen affects the job 
market." 

Again, speculation. Few officials here 
or elsewhere havo had time, or data, to form 
plans for Jnr vis' impact. Probably several 
menths of political manuovoring must go by bo- 
foiv suitable, or acceptable, programs can be 
worked out in any city or county. First, it 
scorns, must come an honest and accurate inter¬ 
pretation of the "true meaning" that Californ¬ 
ia voters placed behind their ballots; once 
accomplished, that may provide a key. 

Meanwhile, "welfare" in Washington was 
on a business-as-usual basis. Last week, the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
observed (with a $15,000 party) its 25 th ann¬ 
iversary, and HEW officials revealed some 
j startling figures; If next year's HEW budget 
were equally divided between every man, woman 
j and child in the United States, every individ¬ 
ual would receive a whopping $821;.79. As for 
the cost of HEW's party, it is trivial; HEW 
spends $1.5,000 each second, 21; hours a day. 

I With figures like that it was not surprising 
j that Howard Jarvis went to Washington to say 
again that the tax-payers have a message - 
I whatever it is. 

NEWS BREEFS, Continued j 

tor said he had $500 in a communications acc¬ 
ount that could be used to buy books this year > 
in anticipation of a clearly indicated increase 
in the cost of books next yoar. "It's ridicu¬ 
lous," said the outspoken librarian, "to have 
a symbol of savings, lly two items (on the de¬ 
partmental agenda) were not recommended for 
transfer by the county administrator; all oth¬ 
ers were." Ector said he was not notified when « | 
his agenda items were to come up before the" 
board. Ector's plea got little sympathy fren J 

the supervisors (who over the years have demon¬ 
strated a singular disinterest, even disdain, 
for the purchase of books). Somewhat unconvinc¬ 
ing to Ector and others was Administrator John 

K. Smith's explanation to the effect that he 
did not recoinmend the transfer (as he had the 
others) in view of cut-back policies "unless 
it was required to keep the department operat¬ 
ing. Meanwhile, still more library issues were 
to come up before the board this week. 

IF THE PUBLIC, AS REPRESENTED BY THE ADI/EC! 1ST- \ 

ration, dislikes buying books, it will utterly g 

love official junkets and conventioneering. If 
figures released by the administrator's office 
last week are essentially accurate (only rough 
estimates are available), such tripping costs 
tiro taxpayers about $ 30,000 a year, ^arely do 
the supervisors turn down any do par tmon t-he ad- 
level request to go somewhere. ‘We's how the 
county foots the bill; For mileage costs, 150 
per mile for a private car, 120 for a county 
car; lodging $20 to $25 per night ("usually 
in the place vh ere the convention is held and 
that is usually the best Sacramento has," said 
Smith); and $15 per day for food. But the fig¬ 
ures are incomplete; more often than not, the 
county's officials fly to their destinations, 
which, may, or may not, effect a savings in dol¬ 
lar terms. The officials (27 department heads 
and five supervisors) make "three, four or five 
trips a year or more" to conferences, seminars, 
conventions and work-shops. Some of these, but 
not all, are mandated by state lav;, since the 
state bureaucracy appears to want to speak eye- 
to-oye rather -than to use the mail for its di¬ 
rectives. Very often, the local officials ret¬ 
urn to announce (as in the case of some DWP 
conferences) that little if anything was either 
learned or accomplished. Some of this may soon 
bo changing: the supervisors have "discussed" § 

tightening the reins on galloping departmental 
junketeers, although they have so far taken no < 

action toward that end. t 

~S tmm MS Mi 1* J 

ONE OF THE COUNTY'S SUPERVISORS, LONDON, turned' [ 
away from official concerns last week to exert • 

his tall (6 feet plus) frame toward less con¬ 
troversial matters: his annual brail drive to 
the mountain high-country. Pack-station Owner 

London has staged his annual trail drive each 
year since 1966 - a horseback trip from the In¬ 
dependence area to the Sierra north of there* J 

3o popular havo the drived become that guests 

From, "all over the U.S. and some from Europe" 
join him for a few days of "roughing it." They 
begin the journey at Independence, ride north¬ 
ward through the valley and into the mountains. • 

On Saturday, they mado a atop south of Bishop 
at Keough's Hot Springs swimming pool. Splash- 

(More NEWS BREEFS, Pago h) 

"JARVIS" AND METERING 

In the face of increasing opposition 

J from some Inyo officials, the Los Angeles De- 
I par intent, of Water and Power Commissioners were 

I to meet this week to determine when - or whet- 
1 her - county water users will be metered. A 
j question of L.A. city expenditure - in the face 

of JsRis cut-baeJca-may be the argument from 
Inyo. Move on that issue on Page 7• 
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»»» NOTES FROM B.K.** 

THE GRAND JUKI REPORT mas ready 
to go last week, but a few last- 
minute revisions became necess¬ 
ary. Jury Foreman Ray William¬ 
son avers -that thanks to sec¬ 
recy rules he can't reveal any 
of the report's content, but it 
"will be very interesting to a 
lot of people." How so? He did¬ 
n't say. 

A BEVERLY HILLS BUSINESSMAN is 
looking for a "quiet life" in 
the Owens Valley. Plans to establish an optic¬ 
al company up hei'e - light industry, like we 
need. Quiet life? Lotsa Luck. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEFT: Becky Pearson, wife 
of the Bishop councilman. Tolerant of newspeo¬ 
ple calling up the councilman at all hours. An 
attractice, straight-forward gal with definite 
views of her own. 

NEW AND INTERESTING, AND, WE MIGHT ADD, UPLIF- 
ting, choice of summer reading* Some groups of 
people getting together to agree to read the 
Bible, cover-to-cover. It's amazing how many 
religiously-inclined people have never even 
read through the New Testament; an entiroly 
different picture emerges} how can you lead 
the life if you don't know the material? The 
Jesus of the Bible comes across not as a nam¬ 
by-pamby "meek and mild" type, but as a giant 
among men striding up and down Galilee} a rev¬ 
olutionary; the only man in history who in on¬ 
ly three years' of teaching changed the entire 
course and history of the world. If it's read 
not as an act of piety, or in the sense of an 
obligation, the Bible becomes a great advent¬ 
ure. 

THE INDEPENDENCE NATIVE, MAJ. GEN. JOHN SING- 
laub, has finally had i/b up to here with the 
Washington brass hats and red-tape merchants. 
"He was asked to leave," and so he resigned. 

At a recent Pentagon session he "spoke hj.s 
mind," not the first time he got into hot wat¬ 
er for it. A year or so ago he was relieved of 
his Korea command after publicly disagreeing 
with presidential policies on troop withdrawal 
there. After 35 years in the army he has now 
retired to Denver; would have retired in a year 
anyway, so why fight capitol hill? In comment, 
Ms. Mary Gillespie, an aunt who lives at Ind¬ 
ependence, says her nephew "speaks up and says 
• what he thinks." That's dangerous these days. 

SO WHO'D LIKE AN OLD-FASHIONED BIER GARTEN all 
i glowing in candlelight beside a cool mountain 
stseam? I'm no bierbruder , but the idea has 
its appeal. It's all going to happen late this 
summer up on Rock Creek at the Paradise. As a 
touch of authenticity, Paradise Lodge Owner 
Gary Schild will feature in late July The Ty¬ 
roleans , a tuba-accordian duo, and how's that 
for something neu? 

### 

BY THE TIME THE HIGH-SCHOOLER HAS GRADUATED, 
he or she, if "average," has been exposed to 
15,000 hours of television. There are more than 
120 million TV sets in the United States and 
U.S. viewers watch an average of I 4 .I 4 . hours a 
week, or more time -than they put into work. In 
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Inyo County, a market researcher might have 
trouble making an impact-study or viewer 
count. Why? It seems that many of Inyo's sets 
are on cable systems that are privately owned, 
and cable-owners are reluctant to reveal the 
number of their customers. Exceptions: "Rod" 
Austin of Independence, "over 200"; and Bish¬ 
op Cable TV, "3,061 customers."Several hundreds 
more at -^one line a nd the southern end of the 
comity. Overall estimate (totally unofficial): 
maybe 6,000 to 8 , 000 . Still unsettled in the 
TV life of Inyo County is the question of pri¬ 
vate vs. county ownership of cable and trans¬ 
lator systems, and how much of what quality 
viewing there will eventually be. 

•AFTERTHOUGHT: Mag. Gen. Singlaub spent the bet¬ 
ter part of his life in uniform defending cer¬ 
tain principles; among these , freedom of speech. 

■iMH* 

QUICK TURNABOUT (NO MORE FENCE-STRADDLING DEPT) 
Nearly all the public officials we know, or 
know of,are now making their statements sound 
like they personally invented and promoted 
Proposition 13. The top about-face artist is 
Linda's boyfriend Jerry at Sacramento. He'll 
probably aim for the presidency on a tax-cut 
platform hoping to convince the other-state 
voters that he was for it all along. After all, 
he 'll assure them, he is the guv in the state 
"where it all happened." Meanwhile, Howard J., 
as pictured on the cover of TIME, is exporting 
his revolution. With his charismatic fervor, 
he puts the average pol to shame as a convinc¬ 
ing speaker and vote-getter. 

KING TUT HAS MOVED ON and is replaced as a fea¬ 
ture of the L.A. Art Museum by a new exhibit: 

In The Swim: 100 Years of Beach Fashions , pre¬ 
sented photographically and covering (or un¬ 
covering) everything from the bulky Mother Hub¬ 
bards which revealed maybe an ankle to the lit¬ 
tle string bikinis which reveal everything else. 
And that's art? That's art, a very good show 
in fact. 

COURTHOUSE SOURCES SAY THAT SUPERVISOR HERBERT 
London was mad as hell at the, deputy sheriffs' 
association which had endorsed his opponent 
before the June 6 election; it is reported he 
was seeking legal counsel to put the deputies 
in their place, so to speak. They announced 
publicly they liked John Hemlea?, Jr., over 
London, and Roger Glidden over Incumbent Wilma 
Muth. But London, asked to confirm that he may 
have been a trifle upset, says the rumors are 
unfounded, that he isn't mad at the deputies 
at all. I do declare, it's gettin' so's a gal 
just don't know who to b'lieve anymore, y'all. 

MAYBE I »M FROM THE WRONG GENERATION. I just 
discovered Mary Martin and Ezio Pinza - and an 
original-cast Hi-PL album of South Pacific. 

They don't make voices like Pinza's anymore. 

AND MAY YOU FIND SOME GOOD NEWS IN YOUR DAY... 
...every day. 


- Sincerely, 
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NEWS 'BRIEFS, Continued 

ing and relaxing at poolside with his "hands," 
London commented, "This warm water...it's great 
isn’t it." One observer wryly noted} "Herb 
seems to do okay in hot water - any kind." The 
drive will end this week with a celebration 
dinner at Bishop's Embers Restaurant, then, for 
London, back to county problems and to a cam¬ 
paign that has thrown him into a run-off elec¬ 
tion in November. 

mm mm mm 

OTHER KINDS OF WATER, NOT SO HOT, were troub¬ 
ling Inyo's mosquito control director, Mike 
Faisy last week. "YJIth the combination of pol¬ 
itics and lots of water, we've got a problem," 
said Faisy. And a problem it wasj scores of 
valley residents are complaining - and slap¬ 
ping and spraying - about the hordes of mosq¬ 
uitoes buzzing over Inyo. Just when the budget 
was to be re-examined, thanks to Jarvis' pass¬ 
age, the winter's rains had left ample breed¬ 
ing grounds for the pests. Faisy's program is 
funded by the county general fund, and without 
an increase there 'll be no more hiring of help 
and no heli.copter that would otherwise make 
quick work of the problem by spraying insecti¬ 
cides. Biggest ccmplainers: the newcomers to 
Inyo who never had the problem in metropolitan 
areas• 


yo'3 annual fire problems, ^ho Forest Service 
does have a helicopter and Helitack Foreman 
YiTalt Pettis says that it has so far only been 
called into service to fight "two or three" 
fires. Usually, by the time late June rolls a- 
round, the firemen have been called out to bat¬ 
tle 10 times that number. P-ttis and his crew 
of 10 are busy at activities other than fire 
control this year, establishing at Independ¬ 
ence a headquarters for themselves and their 
fire-suppressing bird. After a three-year eff¬ 
ort, the helitack crew managed to get free 
from the earlier Lone Pine airport location to 
what they call a "more centrally located head¬ 
quarters." Holding up the move prior to 1978 
was "trouble with the DY/P" which leases the 
independence airport to the county which in 
turn (now) leases to the Forest Service. Pett¬ 
is' crew stays on five-minute notice to take 
to the air and fly to any area with a serious 
fire. For now, their territory remains "wet," 
but when summer wind and sun dry out the lush 
rain-generated grasslands, Pettis' crew is ex¬ 
pected to get busier. Says Pettis with some a- 
larmj "There are wild oats three or four feet 
tall that are starting to dry out, and other 
potential flash fuels .'J Even in new improved 
quarters it looks like a long, hot summer for 
Pettis and the helitack crew. 


BUT IF THE RAINS BROUGHT MOSQUITOES they also 
brought some relief (for now at least) for In- 


Y7CTII THE LONG-ACQUIRED PATIENCE of the average 

(More NET/3 BRIEFS, Page 5) 
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iji’ '‘Every .. .min and woman...are equal and alike in power, dignity, authority and 
majesty, none of then having...any authority...one over...another. Neither can they 

experience any, but merely by...mutual consent." 'John Lilburne 

***** 


SAGA OF INYO COUNTY? 

While the treasures of the new land increased the supply of money, dispossessed 
persons were turned away, prices doubled, jobs were few, and wanes went unchanged. The 
predominant powers were held by those who owned appreciable landed estates, thus the 
essential idea being that political power tends to follow wealth. 

The people became eager for better economic opportunity, and people united to¬ 
gether, seeking the new territory in which there could be a chance for a life stemming 
from their own ideals. Common people without capital willing to commit themselves to 
overseas adventures in hopes of improving their circumstances over what they were at 
home. 

So they emigrated to a new land rich in resources and hope. Bringing with them 
their common ways, customs, and a restored confidence in their being. This brought 
forth more people, and the colonies grew and strengthened. 

The assumed function of the colonies was that of benefiting the mother country. 
Colonists had no serious objection to this or to actions taken by the mother country 
for this achievement. Why, it was the price they paid for their own protection! But 
with such imperial control they soon found themselves giving more than they had taken. 
Without proper representation there was no limit to such actions. 

The prosperity of the colonies' economy came to depend too much on imperial of¬ 
ficials who were either ignorant of their problems or unconcerned for their welfare. 
Insistence to bend the colonists any way they chose, invited rebellion. The colonists 
joined together in resistance to imperial control. For they saw that the basis of col¬ 
onial independency would be eliminated at their own expense. 

Complete independence became desirable. As long as the colonies remained depen¬ 
dent upon the mother country they would never stay clear of imperial dispute. 

At their own expense they declared independence to acquire their freedom. Sever¬ 
ing the mother country in order to peacefully carry on. 

--***** - rnn r 

For more information about FAGLF, ids belief^. aims and goals, addvrss enau^rion 
to r,mr, r.O. Pox !??«, Bishop, California PXBU. 
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NEWS BREEFS, Continued 
Inyo developer with county red-tape. Bishop 
Land Developer Gordon Holmes continued last 
week his wait on further word from the super¬ 
visors on a traffic control detail in his West 
Bishop sub-division. The supervisors, meticu¬ 
lously cautious after their recent bouts with 
another developer, "wanted it all in writing" 

- a written agreement about an access road 
and the traffic flow in and around the sub-di¬ 
vision. Such concerns these days are part of 
every subdivision proposal. The Department of 
'■'Eater and Power is part of the issue; DWP owns 
a narrow strip between Holmes' subdivision and 
the nearby roadway. Holmes had offered to pay 
not only for the access road, but for the 
right-of-way; the offer brought forth some 
pessimistic cliches from Supervisors Wilma 
Muth ("It's as'hard to get a light-of-way as 
for some people getting a liquor license") and 
Herb London ("Talking about getting a right-of- 
way in one year is like talking about the good 
fairy")* Time and good fairies notwithstanding, 
Holmes still hopes to get his 36-acre project 
moving "sometime in the near future." 

INYO'S SUPERVISORS LIKE TO PASS ORDINANCES 
with "teeth," and they may have one now sadly 
in need of dentures. It governs certain zoning 
matters having to do with public eyesores. In 
Supervisor Richard McDonald's south-county do¬ 
main some residents like to moonlight the gar¬ 
bage, dumping it conveniently on a dry lake; 
others have begun what Mac calls a "prolifera¬ 


tion of wrecking yards." There are building 
violations, and ordinances to correct them; * 
so what s the problem? The supervisors have 
so far found no way to enforce the ordinances, 
few of which are very popular in Mac's, or 
anybody else's, territory* 

DWP ELECTRIC BILL PAYERS IN THE OWENS VALLEY 
are now muttering about "fuel charge adjust¬ 
ment fees" that DWP has tacked on to their 
bills. How's that again? Well, the added 
cost, as rationalized by DWP, is said to cov¬ 
er the cost of fuel oil required to generate 
electricity. But the colonials here see it an¬ 
other way; It is here that much of DWP's hyd¬ 
roelectric power originates; little "fuel" is 
used to provide Inyo's current, so why pay 
for L*A.'s electrical waste? The charge, an¬ 
other DWP rip-off, amounts to a whopping 30;* 
(approximate) of valley power bills. 

VALLEY RESIDENTS ARE YET UP TO THEIR KNEES in 
rattlesnakes, but there is some evidence that 
the seasonal rains left some water in the low¬ 
lands that is driving the snakes to higher 
ground, up where the people are. As usual they 
are mutually antagonistic. Someone recently 
got snakebit, according to Supervisor Muth, 
and "it took three hours in the emergency ward 
before anything was accomplished." Why the 
delay? A lack, says Muth of snakebite serum, 
or anti-venin as it is called. But the prob¬ 
lem appears to lie more in communications than 

(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 6) 










































Page 6 


NEWS-LETTER 


NET.VS BRIEFS, Continued 

in any real scarcity. Inyo's health department 
avers that plenty of "rattlesnake and black 
vrldan spider anti-venin" is on hand at each of 
its offices in ^Lshop, Independence and Lone 
Pine. VJhat? Spiders too? Along with mosquit¬ 
oes? 

•• mm 

"JUST IN CASE" THE WEATHER TURNS WARM and 
stays that way to cause a rapid melt of the 
Sierra snowpack, Inyo County is ready, more 
or less. More than 3000 sand—filled bags are 
stored at the county’s Bishop and Manzanar 
shops ready to be put in place by Conservat¬ 
ion Corps workers (an agreement with the state 
Office of Emergency Services) if the snow re¬ 
leases more water than the valley's creekbeds 
can contain. Right now, the mountains are 
cool, and so, according to Public Works Dir¬ 
ector Robert Fisher, is the situation; the 
flow, in fact, is at present decreasing from 
earlier surges, ^ut water-watchers are keeping 
a cautious oye toward Bishop ^raok; it flow 3 
through some of Bishop's best west—end real 
estate and is considered the area’s most like¬ 
ly trouble spot if the snows break loose. Oth¬ 
er areas are less likely to be hit, thanks to 
a diversion and spreading system for over-ab¬ 
undant waters. How did the county get state 
help "just in case"? The supervisors, antici¬ 
pating possible problems, had passed a resol¬ 
ution declaring the county in a local state 
of emergency, saying that Inyo "has no re¬ 
sources to prevent serious damage" should the 
snowpack release its 218)^—of-normal moisture 
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L.A. TV'S SUPERSALESMAN AND PITCHMAN CAL WOH- 
thington this week was preparing Ms pitch 
for Inyo County. Big-hatted Cal won't neces¬ 
sarily be pushing Ms Dodges here, but he'll 
probably provide his businessman-audience 
with some sharp insights on Ms sales talents 
when, on Saturday, he addresses Chamber of 
Commerce members at their Bishop officers* in¬ 
stallation dinner. Worthington may, or may 
not, bring up and defend a number of consumer 
complaints recently lodged against Mm in Los 
Angeles by agencies that believe there is 
more quality in Ms pitches than in Ms used 
cars. But one tMng appears certains He won't 
be bringing "my dog Spot" into Bishop's Golf 
Club where, outside near the First Tee, the 
dinner will be held and the chamber will wel¬ 
come its new president, Insuranceman Jim Lack¬ 
ey, and eight new board members. Chamber mem¬ 
bers will lay out $8 per person to hear Cal's 
"personal self-made-man succoss story#" 

m mm mm 

WITH AN ASSIST BY A WATCHFUL HIGHWAY PATROL, 
Inyo sheriff's deputies made quick work of 
four youths who fled into the brush after the 
burglary of nino vehicles parked near the 
Rock Creek trailhead. i 'he deputies captured 
two near a pack station; two others ire re ar¬ 
rested on the highway where they were tiying 
to hook a ride. The burglaries may have a tie- 
in with the thefts from six other veMcles 
a week before near Bishop's South Lake. 


Sunday 
Champagne 
Brunch 

10 am - 2 pm 
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Dinner 

Served 
5:30-10 pm 

CALL 

387-2370 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
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Now open every day 

Live entertainment, weekends 


^PaxadUz d^zitauxanh 

On Lower Rock Crook 
15 mllo* North of Bishop off Hwy, 395 


New Location! 


BISHOP 

OPTICIANS 


Now in the convenient new 
Town & Country Shopping 
Center »» 621 West Line St. 

AMPLE PARKING 

873-6012 

C. WILLIAM COLE, 

CERTIFIED OPTICIAN 

DiSPENSlMC OPTICIANS^ 

• OPHTHALMOLOGIST & OPTOMETRIST 
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED 

• ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS 
OF METAL & PLASTIC FRAMES IN THE AREA 

• All TYPES OF LENSES 

• SUN GLASSES 

TRUE COLOR, PHOTOCHROMATIC, MIRROR 

• GLASSES REPAIRED & REPLACED 

nouns 


MONDAY-FRIDAY 
9:00 A.M.-5:30 P.M. 

Saturday by ap¬ 
pointment only, 

"Stop In, And Compare Prices!” 
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FIGHTING BACK 


WATER METERS 


AS THE DAY OF INSTALLATION NEARS 
INYO MOVES TO BLOCK THE DWP PLAN 

F AIIY SINGLE 1/ORD TAKEN ALONE was predomin¬ 
ant in the conversations and statements of 
Los Angeles municipal officials last week 
it v/as "lay-offs," It was questioningly applied 
to policemen, firemen, teachers, but rarely any 
of L.A.'s bureaucrats, or any of its more ex¬ 
pensive programs - such as the expenditure of 
'.■300,000 to install meters on Inyo County's 
water users# 

Somo Inyo officials were quick to note 
. the contradiction, and they prepared, early in 
the new week, to use the Jarvis "lay-off, cut¬ 
back" theme in arguments to fend off the DWP's 
metering proposal. Members of the county admin¬ 
istration and a deputy district attorney arg¬ 
ued the point with some of the DWP hierarchy 
('b/liy spend $ 300,000 on a profitless venture 
while people are being laid off in L.A.?"), but 
to little or no avail. 

The DWP commissioners, meanwhile, were 
preparing to rubber-stamp the metering plan, 
as forewarned by diirfengineer, Paul Lane ("We 
vrt.ll pass it") several days ago. The commiss¬ 
ioners were to meet on Thursday before an aud¬ 
ience that might contain several Inyo officials 
primed to argue the "expense" angle. 

In a resolution that was to be adopted by 
the Inyo supervisors on Tuesday, the county 
spells out the fact that "Inyo citizens....have 
no political rights to influence the rates at 
which the DWP supplies water to them," and that 
DWP threatens to continue raising rates without 
approval of the Public Utilities Commission. 

The resolution provided an indicator of the 
thrust of Inyo's arguments against metering* 

The district attorney's officials - Deputy DA 
Greg James, chief among them after L.H. Gibbon.. 
- who are charged with the metering fight, also 
plan to include the fact that metering "will 
further complicate and compound the issues cur¬ 
rently pending before the commission," a refer¬ 
ence to Inyo-DWP conflicts in other areas of 
water management in the valley. 

Efforts to impress L.A. officialdom with 
such arguments have so far proven fruitless. 

The county administrator, for instance, talked 
to Councilman Zev Yaroslavsky and got "no sup¬ 
port." Said Smith: "It's a poor time for DWP 
to argue meters. We're flooded up here. They 
still haven't completed their (groundwater pum¬ 
ping) EIR. They have no EIR on meteri ng. There 
is no proper evaluation for need." 

Earlier in the metering issue, Inyo's 
supervisors had appeared reluctant to do battle* 
but on the eve of actual installations they nor: 
indicate an increased interest. It was learned 
early tliis week that at least three of the sup¬ 
ervisors favor metering "in principle," a posi¬ 
tion that goes unshared by most of the people 
who will have to pay DWP's inflated bills. 

Best argument of all: DWP's own report on 
meteri ng that shows motoring will lose money 
for DY/P. "What," asked Smith pointedly, "is the 
big issue? They're talking about 2,(X)0-acro- 
fbbt compared to l$0|0QQ*aere*foot (of water)* 
’.Thy so insistent?" It wa3 a good question, but 
may, or may not, convince the commissioners* 


H Send me the NEWS-LETTER for the num- ; 

j|;j ber of weeks checked below. I subscribe 
j„j with the understanding that future cost H 
•!!< cuts will be credited to my subscription, 
jS; if I buy now. F; 

i Q 50 O ***** □ 3 Months % 
is ^^$25 -w-$i 3 
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STATE 
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ON HIGHWAY 395 » INDEPENDENCE 


IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
We Insure Everything From.. 

_-—~^Tl>rv' ce * * 




r..TO 


..TO 


*„t° CoH T c j,» £*««“ 

/Vulo Com"' er 
A U i«»* te * 

oliccman V 
Po *y*raphers Liabilk4y 
A Pony Rings or Sweeps\ 
Products Liability 
Races 


,alr Krounrh 
Am,l 
M.rkm 


Pi re j 


Rest Homes 
Restaurants 
Retail Stores 


...AND 
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...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES; PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 
• KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 


a* 

.vwiivrAi****! 

— ■■ Vii.Mr/ 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 
PfTI LAR8QN Initinnct) 

124 N. Main, l.nnn Pino, California 
Phono H/0 4 10', 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time^ 
ly. Letter should not exceed 200 words and those with 
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concisely stated viewpoints are most likely to be published. Address your state¬ 
ment to Box 53T, Independence, 93526. NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter does not necessarily mean “that the editors are in agreement with its content. 


THE ONGOING KNIGHT ISSUE: 

A READER OFFERS "INSIGHTS" 

To the editor - 

Just read your News-better of May 29 ab¬ 
out the Planning Dept, and the General Plan. 
Though you did. an excellent job on it, I have¬ 
n't heard a word from anyone on it yet; maybe 
they just don't care. 

About your News Briefs on Pages 10 and 11 
concerning the Knight project in Big Fine, I 
would like to shed a little light on it for 
your next editorial. 

First of all,.the planning director told 
Mr. Knight that if he went for a PUD (Planned 
Unit Development) rather than a rezoning to 
RMH (Residential Mobile Home - single family) 
that he would have no problems in getting it 
approved. However, after he changed to the PUD, 
his problems started. 

Ms. Muth (Supervisor Wilma Muth) remark¬ 
ed at the public hearing that she had been 
"duped." But she was present at all the board 
meetings and was well aware of what was going 
on at all times. I think it was a cheap polit¬ 
ical shot at making people think that the wool 
had been pulled over her eyes. Maybe she should 
be asked why she was going to buy one of the 
lots in Knight Manor and then backed out after 
Ms. Pat Wiltsie (former planning commission 
member) returned from her vacation and requestr- 
ed a complete investigation by the grand jury 
into the Knight development. 

One last item on this: Mr. Leland Bray. 
Your News Brief mentioned that he called you 
and in effect said I told-you-so on the envir¬ 
onmental impact report consideration. It is my 
opinion that Mr• Bray would have the public 
see him as an environmental lawyer since he had 
already filed a lawsuit on the Crowley Lake 
tiling, I don't think Mr. Bray is qualified as 
an envi ronmental lawyer to say whether an en¬ 
vironmental impact report was needed or not. 
Ms. Muth voted in favor of the negative decla¬ 
ration; she didn't have to. 

Well, I hope that this might give you an 
insight as to what has happened. If 1 can help 
in any way, just call. 

-Kit Birmingham 
Big Fine 

(Editors' note: Mr. Birminfwn is a form¬ 
er member of the planning department staff 
and is a trained Planner who for some time 
has observed the ongoing planning controver¬ 
sy.) 

MULDOON'S "GAMBLING" LETTER; 

’« THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPLIES 

PRESS RELEASE 

The June 12, 1978 edition of the Inyo 
County News Letter carried a letter which the 
Nows Letter attributes to Richard Muldoon of 
Olancha. The News Letter partially endorsed 
that letter by querying whether Mr. Muldoon's 
letter was to be believed and then stating: 


"...so far there seems to be no reason not 

to..." 

Most responsible law enforcement inves¬ 
tigations are conducted in private, not in 'the 
news media even though the latter approach 
would certainly help the sale of newspapers. 
Most professional law enforcement officers ac¬ 
cept this as standard operating procedure. 

The District Attorney's Office will not 
compromise its investigation procedures, re¬ 
gardless of pressure from private citizens 
through the news media to do so. That the In¬ 
yo County News Letter would attempt to apply 
such pressure through a letter to the editor 
which it partially endorsed but made no effort 
to verify should tell the reader something ab¬ 
out the News Letter. 

As to Muldoon's allegation that I refus¬ 
ed the names of witnesses, I believe he is in 
error. AH of the offered evidence which Mr. 
Muldoon tendered was read by me and photocop¬ 
ied for my records except for a letter which 
Mr. Muldoon himself chose to have me read but 
not to copy. It is ironic that Mr. Muldoon 
should be questioning the sophistication of lo¬ 
cal law enforcement instead of his own. Local 
law enforcement was sophisticated enough to 
tape record the statement which he made when he 
took what he had to the District Attorney. That 
tape recording verifies that evidence was not 
refused, and Mr. Muldoon's contention to the 
contrary makes one wonder about Mr. Muldoon. 

— L.H. "Buck" Gibbons 
District Attorney 
Independence 

(Editors ' note: NEWS-LETTER feel 8 tMt 
the district attorney misses, or avoids , the 
thrust of Mr. Muldoon's charges and instead, 
turns his literal interpretation of the pub¬ 
lished letter to use as a weapon against the 
medium which merely carried the letter. The 
■INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER categorically denies 
any attempt on its part to ''anply pressure" 
on any law enforcement agency through public¬ 
ation of a letter on its FORUM' page, but it 
defends the right of a citizen to express his 
or her view (ANY view that makes any sense at 
all) here. As for 'pressure, ’’ which indeed 
Mr. Muldoon would appear to be applying, the 
NEWS-LETTER has no reason to apply such: the 
editors have already established to their own [ 
satisfaction (based on the statements of pub¬ 
lic officials, including those in lorn enforce¬ 
ment) that there now exists, or in the rec¬ 
ent past has existed, a certain amount of 
gambling in Inyo County, and in the court¬ 
house itself , in the form of sports pools - 
and that at one time or another these may 
have grown beyond official tolerance; thin 
is confirmed by the county administrator and 
his assistant, a senior officer, in the sher¬ 
iff's office, the Bishoo police chief, and 
many others. It has also been learned, that 
the situation is relatively well controlled 
and neither the editors nor the greater vavt 
(FORUM continued, next page) 
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FORUM, Continued 

o r the rublic are unluly concerned at thi s 
time. As for the charge that such letters add 
in ’’the sale of newspapers, ” there is an in¬ 
teresting sidelight to the issue: it would, 
appear that the district attorney is‘himself a 
salesman. After the district attorney releas¬ 
ed. his statement to the other media, there a- 
, rose a clamor for additional copies of last 
, Week’s edition. Ironically, Muldoon’s letter 
was routinely published, and it had gone fust 
as routinely un-noticed - until the press re¬ 
lease called widespread attention to it. No 
fc:er than eight new subscriptions were sold, 
no small number for a modest publication like 
the NEWS-LETTER. And for that, our thanks to 
the district attorney.) 

•8-5M* 

THE SUPERMARKET OF IDEAS OFFERS 
SOME ANSWERS;' INYO'S BEST BARGAIN 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

What good is the library? 

In a time of diminishing dollar values, 
a high priority question for the taxpayer is 
how his/her money is spent. Services can be 
characterized as necessary to life and proper¬ 
ty (usual examples are police and fire protec¬ 
tion); others are desirable for maintaining a 
standard of living and giving some knowledge 
of the human equation. The latter are general¬ 
ly termed "voluntary" services, in that people 
make use of them by their own free choice (an 
example here is the libraxy). 

No one forces an individual to use a lib¬ 
rary. It has to come from a person's decision 
to step in off the street, probably interact 
with a staff member and make use of what is av¬ 
ailable. What is available may be on hand that 
visit or it may be reserved or borrowed later. 

Part of a library'^ stock-in-trade is in 
demand-items; part has to be in materials that 
reflect the best that humankind has to offer. 

A decision to buy calls for some judgement as 
to the use the materials will be put. Areas of 
interest may be informational ("What's the ans¬ 
wer to this question?); vocational (How can I 
pass a test for promotion?); leisure-time ac¬ 
tivities (Tips on hunting, golf, crocheting or 
metal-working) or simply "let's get away from 
it all" (as in mystery stories and most fict¬ 
ion). One might also wish to know how to spell 
a word, the address of a company or whom to 
write about a consumer complaint. Children may 
want to find out the difference between a pan- 
* ther and a puma or how to dress a doll. The 
library must know how to answer a question, 
v and how to ask it. It should have records, pam- 
phiets, magazines, maps, newspapers as well as 
books. 

So, the library is, in a way, a super¬ 
market of ideas. And, ideas are what make the 
world turn for mankind and, also, make life 
worth living. As many sides as there are iss- 
: ucs should be represented in a library - know 
that which is not popular as well as that which 
is. Pe able to define your eneny as well as 
your friend; perhaps both can be brought to¬ 
gether. 

Thin fiscal year, Inyo County citizens 
wl 11 chock out nearly 130,000 bits of Informa¬ 


tion. They will have answered for them nearly 
2,000 reference questions (plu's many more for 
which the answer is found by themselves). They 
will have received over 2,500 items from other 
libraries (public, university and business). 

Thus it can be seen that one of the real 
locations of freedom in our country is the pub¬ 
lic library. A storehouse of the past, a rec-j 
ord of the present and a glimpse into the fut¬ 
ure. What good is the library? It may repres¬ 
ent the best-spent tax-money we have. 

- Jay Ector 
County Librarian 
Independence 

(Editors ’ note: Since the passage of Prop¬ 
osition 13, it has been the tendency at times 
for a paranoid officialdom to look toward our 
”services of need” ( law enforcement, fire pro¬ 
tection, roads) and to our ’’services of choice’’ 
(libraries, art galleries, museums, etc.) to 
trim the budget. It is from the latter that 
the public gets its motivation, and its direct¬ 
ion, for all other services and activities; 

The editors sincerely hope that in Inyo County 
at least offialdom is sufficiently enlightened 
to hear the significant and important points 
contained in Librarian Ector’s well-articul¬ 
ated letter; it springs not from tie little 
world of mere expedience and ’’practicality, ” 
but rather frem a greater one, the world of 
ideas wherein man, finally, must look for his 
survival and his growth , perhaps even his sal¬ 
vation. NEWS-LETTER is grateful to Librarian 
Ector for taking the time to afford its read¬ 
ers the opportunity - indeed the privilege - 
of sharing his insights.) 

A TEENAGER'S POEM EVOKES A RESPONSE 
IN KIND, AND A SUGGESTED DIRECTION 

« 

Dear J.P. - , 

I read your letter - and felt your pain; 
I knew what you wrote was not in vain. 

It isn't very easy for a boy or girl, 
to grow strong and true in today's kind of 
world. 

Standards have fallen, morals worn thin; 
a belief in God is not really "in." 

But you can listen to the voice inside; 
the voice that answers those who've cried; 

The Voice of the Master; He came a 3 a 
light to lead men away from the dark and the 
night. 

When all around you everyone has failed, 
%s strength and guidance always prevail. 

To make your decisions, you'll know what 
to do; ask Him (I promise) and He'll answer 
you. 

One thing only that you'll have to do: 
Admit your own error and say "Lord, I 'll fol¬ 
low you." - 

- May God Bless you, J.P. I pray you'll 
find a new life that will soon set you free; 
the life of Love that God meant from the start 
and which can only be lived when He reigns — 
in our heart 1 

For some real help, read Matthew 5*3-12. 

- Ann Capodanno 
Independence 
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On his way to Bridgeport, Robert 
Campbell went j out of control at Tnde- 
pendencerolled bis car, tool' out 40 
feet of fencing. Aveng first to arr¬ 
ive on scene i<ns Deputy Jerrru flash 
who summoned rescuers; t^ey bad to 
pry open car door. Finally, freed by 
volunteers, the injured Carnvbe 7 ! was 
taken to the hospital. After checking 
the victim and calling for helv. Fash 
made possible these on-scene photos. 
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